The separate-lesion type combined hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma.
The separate-lesion type of combined hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocarcinoma is particularly rare. We treated two such patients with hepatic resection after performing dynamic computed tomography. In case 1, a 64-year-old Japanese man with chronic hepatitis C underwent right hepatic lobectomy for two hepatic tumors; both tumors originally were thought to be hepatocellular carcinomas because both were hypervascular. However, histologic examination revealed that one tumor was hepatocellular carcinoma and another tumor was tubular adenocarcinoma. In case 2, a 73-year-old man, a second lesion was detected 8 months after transcatheter arterial embolization for hepatocellular carcinoma associated with chronic hepatitis C. The newer lesion in case 2 showed delayed enhancement by dynamic computed tomography. We diagnosed the lesion as cholangiocarcinoma and performed right hepatic lobectomy and dissection of lymph nodes in the hepatoduodenal ligament. Histologic examination confirmed that the new lesion was tubular adenocarcinoma. Case 1 and 2 respectively represent synchronous and metachronous occurrence of the separate-lesion variety of combined hepatic cancer.